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Alabama Music Teachers Association
A Letter from the AMTA President

Dear AMTA Members,

Hoping all of you are enjoying cooler temperatures and the impending

promise of more time spent with family and friends. In this season of

gratitude, please allow me to express my sincere appreciation for the

hard work and dedication you all pour into your students and their

music education. I would also like to thank the AMTA Board Members

and Local Association Presidents for all their work putting plans in

place for the start of the academic year. Your selflessness in serving

these volunteer positions is deeply appreciated.

The AMTA Board met virtually on October 1. The proposal for the State

Conference was approved. It will take place June 1-3, 2023 at

Jacksonville State University. There will be more updates on this in the

coming months from our First Vice President and Conference Chair,

Rachel Park. The Board also approved a proposal for the AMTA

Composition Competition winner to have their work performed at the

conference in the same calendar year their work is selected as the

winner. Previously, the winner for a given year had their work

performed at the conference in the following calendar year. Several of

the Local Association Presidents as well as Local Association Chair,

Wendy McGee, and I had a virtual meeting to discuss ideas shared at

both the in-person MTNA Leadership Summit in Cincinnati, Ohio and

the virtual summit held for local leadership. A large part of this

discussion centered around membership – both retention and



recruitment. Please know that every member of AMTA is a vital part of the organization and your state and

local leadership are dedicated to making this an organization that serves you and your students.

The 2023

MTNA

Conference

will take

place March

25-29 in

Reno,

Nevada. This

will be a

particularly

exciting

conference

as it will be

the first

in-person

MTNA

conference

since 2019!

If you are on

the fence

about

attending in Reno, this video (https://youtu.be/8opvmJK7AkU) along with the $119 conference hotel rate

might convince you. As we enter

a time full of celebration, I look

forward to continuing to

celebrate the members of this

organization. From new

members to newly certified

members, from members whose

students have participated in

AMTA events for many years to

those whose students are just

beginning their AMTA journey,

there is much to celebrate and

much to anticipate in the coming

months.

Sincerely,

Laura Beth Mitchell-Bisset,

NCTM – AMTA President

https://youtu.be/8opvmJK7AkU






2023 AMTA State Conference News
Dear AMTA members,

Autumn is here again with us! The most favored season of Alabamians makes us be mindful
and grateful for the uncountable blessings of our lives. Thinking of our AMTA members, I am
so thankful and sending a colorful autumn greeting to each of our members with the update of
the next year’s conference!

I am so excited to announce that we are coming back to the full three days of in person
conference next year for the first time since the 2020 Covid-19 pandemic! Please save the dates
to get together with our AMTA colleagues again and invite your musical friends and students
to this wonderful opportunity to share our hearts for music, education, and people and continue
to grow together in our expertise.

Schedule: June 1 st through
3 rd , 2023 (Thursday -

Saturday)

Place: Mason Hall,
Jacksonville State
University (JSU),
Jacksonville, AL

Member’s Banquet:
Thursday, June 1 st , 2023

@ 6pm
Merrill Hall, Atrium, JSU

Official Hotel: Hampton
Inn, Jacksonville, AL

(JSU campus housings are
available as well)

Our guest artist is Dr. William Newbrough, Steinway
Artist and award winning pianist who serves as the
Professor of Piano and Director of Piano Studies at
Houghton College, NY.



The guest clinician is Dr. Gail Berenson, the Past President of
the Music Teachers National Association and the Professor
Emerita of Piano at Ohio University. She will offer three
sessions for us with the titles:

The Art of Communication: Nurturing Resourceful and Spirited
Students;

Strategies for Coping with Performance Anxiety;
Healthy Practicing Strategies: An Injury- Preventive Prescription.

In addition to the sessions, recital, and master classes by the guest artist and
clinician, we are also looking forward to having recitals, presentations, and
poster sessions from our own AMTA members. If you would like to share
your recent research and works, please don’t hesitate, contact me at
kpark@jsu.edu. The call for the proposal will be announced in early Spring.

Please check the conference website for more detailed information coming in December! https://www.almta.org/conference.php
Many blessings and happy Thanksgiving!

Sincerely,

Rachel Park, AMTA First Vice President

District News:

﻿Life seems to be back to normal and student numbers are increasing!
We will have our annual Hymn Festival Sunday, November 6. This is an excellent way to begin to
train future church musicians, especially since there is great need in this area.
We are also beginning preparations for the Sonata Festival in February. Does anyone have favorite
Sonatinas they would like to pass on to refresh our list? Carol Windham

https://www.almta.org/conference.php






2022 Nationally Certified Teachers of Music

in AMTA

Marche M. Altom

Kaylee Barr

Lisa W. Belk

Kay Benefield

Susan R. Berg

Betty Lou Bridges

Kathryn W. Burdette

Kevin T. Chance

Allison Clough

Jody Coombs

Lyra Crapps

Susie Francis Dempsey

Wendy Freeland

Tanya Gille

Hilda H. Hagins

Lisa Higginbotham

Matthew Ryan Hoch

Olivia Jones

Stephanie W. Jones

William Justice

Mira Kruja

Barbara J. Laurendine

Connie Hurston Macon

Debra H. McClain

Wendy Kyle McGee

Amy Aberg McLelland

Laurie Middaugh

Laura Beth Mitchell

Jeanne M. O’Connell

Diana A. Pettit

Lillian Roberts

Hannah Roberts

Frances Schwemmer

Barbara A. Shinn

Ronald R. Shinn

Misti Desiree Short

Kristie Smith

Cindy St. Clair

Sandra Stephenson

Jodean L. Tingle

Mijung Trepanier

Vincentine P. Williams

Donna H. Wilson

Roy Wylie

Lorraine Yant





AMTA Local Association Presidents
2022-2023

Auburn Opelika MTA
Christine Adolf
(256) 404-0449
christine.p.adolf@gmail.com

Montgomery MTF
Sarah Cheatham Tanner
(334) 269-3870
sarah.tanner@mps.k12.al.us

Baldwin County MTA
Christy Meyers
(251) 930-1082
christy@steinwayes.com

Northeast Alabama MTA
Dr. Rachel Park, NCTM
(323) 803-8995
kpark@jsu.edu

Birmingham Metro Music Forum
Dr. Cindy St. Clair, NCTM
(205) 726-2501
(205) 612-0066
cindy.stclair@samford.edu

Shoals Area MTF
Gail Spires
(256) 762-0428
gspires@outlook.com

Huntsville MTA
Ingrid von Spakovsky Weaver
(256)-200-7310
consonare@msn.com 

West Alabama MTA
Dr. Manley Blackwell
(205) 657-0993
(205) 392-3509
meb@uwa.edu

Mobile MTA
Emma Holm
(251)454-9602
Emma.ka.holm@gmail.com

Wiregrass MTF
Carol Windham
(334) 464-1398
crlwindham@aol.com
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