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Letter from the President
Happy Fall Everyone!
I sincerely hope you have had a great start to the school year.
I have lots of exciting news I would like to share with all of you. We had an
amazing state conference, a productive summer, and great beginning to the fall.
Your executive board met a couple weeks ago, and we are all excited for the
new changes, additions, and visions we are carrying out this year for AMTA.
Things to look forward to this year…..

*Your AMTA Membership Directory on the website is finally accurate and up
to date. A special thanks to Barbara and Ron Shinn and Steven DiBlasi for the
hundreds of hours they spent since the beginning of the summer to update our
directory. Now the directory has only actively paid members listed. If you do
not see your name in the directory, please rejoin and pay your membership dues
and as soon as you do you will be back on the directory. Barbara is updating it
regularly.
*Your AMTA website is continually being updated with all the information you need for this coming year.
Special thanks to Ron Shinn for working at lightning speed to create new portals and updating information as
soon as he gets it from board members. We are still in the process of updating the site, so keep checking back
for updates and let us know if you have any questions!
*I would like to thank the following board members who have stepped down from their years of service:
Mark DeGoti, thank you for serving as Second Vice President of Membership
Karen Hickok, thank you for serving as Grant Writer
Jordan Kirchner, thank you for serving as State Strings Chair
*I have some very sad news to report. Jovanni De Pedro who served as your Concerto Competitions Chair unexpectedly passed away in August. Our deepest condolences go out to his family and students.
*We have a couple new Board Members/Positions I would like to welcome this year.
Barbara Shinn - Second VP of Membership
Daniel DeKonty - Grant Writer
Brent Reeves - Concerto Chair
We currently do not have a State String Chair yet. I am working on this. Thank you so much AMTA Board
Members for your generosity and dedication. If you are interested in serving on your AMTA State Board,
please reach out to me. I would be honored to get your call.
*AMTA District and State Piano Auditions will change this year for the better. AMTA is dedicated to growing
our student participant numbers and to focus more on inclusion and a wider range of opportunities for students
and teachers. Your board has discussed these changes at great length and are implementing exciting new opportunities for District and State Auditions. Please read carefully what Kevin Chance has written up for these
new changes. You will be excited to learn about the many new opportunities your students will now have and
how we can grow membership and participation through these new opportunities.
*With the membership directory being updated regularly this year we will be actively enforcing the nonmember fees for district and state level competitions and auditions. This was a policy put in place by your
Board several years ago but has been hard for our district and state chairs to enforce.
*State Sting Auditions will implement a new policy this year. Students who live more than 250 miles away
from the State Strings Audition location will have the choice to send a video audition to help the parents with
driving. String teachers, when we have a new String State Chair, you will be notified of the details.
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*Alabama will be the first state in MTNA that is going to host a Statewide Music Weekend over Feb 21-23,
2020. All 10 of our Local Association Presidents have been working hard with me on organizing this huge
event this year. Our purpose and mission is to generate excitement about music across the state and to develop
new relationships with all music loving community members and students. Each local association will host or
participate in some kind of musical activity during this weekend and we will advertise it across the state. There
will be great variety and anyone from any part of Alabama can choose to attend. We are hoping to make AMTA more visible, to develop more ties with other musical organization and the community, to grow membership, and to simply celebrate music as a whole state all on the same weekend. Keep your eyes open for email
blasts from me and information on your website as well as your Facebook page.
*The 2020 AMTA State Conference will again be at UAH and will have three tracks again - piano, strings,
and voice. Please read more from your First Vice President Melody Ng. Thank you, Melody, UAH, and everyone who is involved in planning our conference.

*The Winner’s Circle Recital will be continued at the 2020 state conference again due to its success. Those
students who have been state winners 2 years in a row in their division will be featured on this winner’s recital.
*The Commissioned Composition is again open to all professional and collegiate composers in Alabama to
submit and apply for the state conference.
*Let’s get our students composing and submit to state composition competitions in Spring 2020. Brittney Patterson and the board are excited to generate greater interest in composition again this year. Please contact
Brittney for details (bpatter5@montevallo.edu) and see the new link on our website.
*Let’s donate more to State Foundation. Monica Baker and the board are excited to take Alabama towards the
top in the nation in Foundation donations this year. Please contact Monica to donate or with ideas of fundraisers: monica.baker.piano@gmail.com.
*Let’s keep our Facebook page hopping. Send your pictures of local events to our Publicity Chair, Susan
Hoop, so she can upload to our Facebook! Her e-mail is susanhoop96@gmail.com. **Important: If you want
to include a picture with any students from events, you will need to have their guardian sign a media release
form. Susan can send this to you when you email.
I attended MTNA Leadership Summit again this September in Cincinnati and it was a great learning experience as well as a fortifying one. Alabama is a very strong state filled with great committed members who are
willing and dedicated to service. AMTA has been successful in putting on great conferences and allowing our
members to participate with low costs. We truly celebrate our students and continue to broaden the opportunity for our students and members. Alabama is the only state that has multiple tracks at our state conference. We
got a shout out from Scott McBride Smith and Gary Ingle at MTNA Summit for the great things AMTA is doing. We are STRONG and I am honored to be a part of AMTA. I am also grateful for the dedication of all our
members.
The MTNA National Conference will be in Chicago this year. Register before December 5 and get greatly discounted rates. If you attend you are invited to the Southern Division Banquet at National. Let’s give AMTA a
strong presence at the National Conference. Check it out at https://www.mtna.org/Conference/.
MTNA Webinars are archived for viewing at any time and the MTNA YouTube Channel has many great resources for teachers and students. Visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdzWx_UxrOZz9HoeXsZxWig
to see all of these video resources.
Thank you for your commitment towards AMTA, our students, and our members.
Sincerely, Joshua Pifer, AMTA President
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Changes to 2020 AMTA District
and State Piano Competitions
Rationale: To the knowledge of your AMTA Executive Board, the requirements for these auditions have
been in place for many years, yet the face of piano study has changed across the country and abroad. With
new generations of parents and students, we need to be nimble and flexible to reflect a forward-looking organization that is inclusive and encouraging to teachers and students with a wide range of interests. In the
end, we feel we need to be advocating for piano study and be providing programs for teachers that allow their
students to participate at any level, while continuing to reward and acknowledge the motivated students in
AMTA. Additionally, we feel we need to avoid the appearance of a “police state” with rules and regulations
that discourage participation but rather adopt policies that are inclusive and acknowledge many valid pedagogical approaches.
Repertoire: Two works of contrasting style from one of the five classical periods of music to be performed.
The third work should be of the student’s and teacher’s choice. The third work could repeat a historic style
represented in the first two works, or it could include a transcription, arrangement, hymn, pop music, jazz, or
student’s own composition. The third choice selected must be on a comparable level of difficulty as the other
two pieces. The student must have printed music for all three pieces in order to receive a rating (if student is
performing a composition, it must be notated and printed from a music notation program such as Finale). If a
student does not have at least 2 different periods represented or does not have music for all three pieces performed, the student will receive a score of CO- Comments Only, therefore being ineligible to move on to
state auditions.
New District Pre-College Piano Auditions: The Tiered Approach
Gold Level: Perform three works within new repertoire requirements above. All pieces must be memorized.
Perform the existing requirements for theory for the student’s appropriate age.
Silver Level: Perform three works within new repertoire requirements above. All pieces must be memorized.
Theory requirements: Division I may perform theory up to two years below their current age; Division II may
perform Age 10 theory or above; Division III may perform Age 13 theory or above. This would eliminate the
transfer and older beginner categories that so often confuse our members as this level would cover those students as well as any others who feel they fit here.
Bronze Level: Perform two works of contrasting style from one of the five classical periods. Pieces must be
memorized. No theory component.
To qualify for state, students must be performing at the gold level or silver level and earn the “double O.”
Any student, regardless of age, that attains the “double O” score in gold or silver level, is eligible to go to
state auditions. (This removes the age 10 requirement to perform at State Conference).

Kevin Chance, Sarah Tanner, Josh Pifer, and your AMTA Executive Board
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Membership Renewal and Audition Fees
November 1, 2019 is the last day to re-new your membership of AMTA/MTNA to participate in AMTA District and State Auditions for all instruments as a member teacher! Don’t forget to renew your membership.
This year we will enforce the policy set by your board about non-AMTA members paying double the fee for
both District and State Auditions. If you do NOT renew your membership by November 1, 2019, and you
decide to put your students into District and State Auditions for any instrument, the fee for each individual student will be $50.

Wiregrass News
Wiregrass Music Teachers Forum held their annual fall planning meeting on Sunday, August 12, with 10
members in attendance plus one prospective member. We have planned an exciting year of piano events for
our students.
Hymn Festival November 3, 2019 Covenant United Methodist Church, Dothan
Sonata Festival February 8-9, 2020 Covenant United Methodist Church, Dothan
AMTA Auditions April 11, 2020 First Baptist Church, Enterprise
Honors Recital May 3, 2020 First Baptist Church, Enterprise
Janet Blair, WMTF President

Mobile News
The Mobile Music Teachers Association held its Centennial Banquet
Celebration this summer. More than forty teachers and guests were in
attendance and enjoyed a meal prepared by Sean McLaughlin, owner of
Creative Catering. The dessert was a commemorative cake designed by
member Barbara Laurendine and baked by Pollman’s Bakery.
Following the banquet was a power point scrapbook presentation prepared by Kassy Wooley which highlighted many of the teachers and
events in the organization’s history. Carol Evers also gave some historical perspectives on each of the decades in the century.
Certificates were presented to ten members in who served as former presidents of the association and to the current president, Laura Deal. Celebratory letters of congratulations were read from officers in state, division and national music organizations.
Mayor Sandy Stimpson of Mobile made an appearance and read a proclamation related to the centennial celebration of the Mobile Music Teachers Association and their contribution to the cultural
life of the greater Mobile area.

Organized in 1919 the association continues to provide quality music instruction for students and sponsors many events throughout the year. For
more information visit their website www.mobilemta.org.
Vincentine Williams
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In Memoriam
Hope Stephens Duve, a Huntsville piano teacher and a long time member of AMTA and of HMTA, passed
away August 23, 2019 at Magnolia Trace in Huntsville. She was a graduate of the University of Alabama,
Tuscaloosa, studying under Amanda Penick. Her memorial service was September 25, 2019 at the Monte
Sano Lodge in Huntsville.
Jovanni-Rey De Pedro, professor of piano at Samford University, passed away while traveling abroad on August 18, 2019. He was an active member of MTNA and a key player in establishing the MTNA Collegiate
Chapters Piano Pedagogy Symposium. A memorial service was held at Samford on October 6 following a funeral in his home state of California.

Pre-college Piano
Auditions
The 2020 pre-college piano
auditions dates and deadlines are all posted on our
website at almta.org. Visit
here to see when your local
district auditions will be
held!

Birmingham News
This coming year the Metro will have three meetings at Alabama Piano Gallery in Vestavia. Those are:
October 16, 2019 Presenter: Tatiana Kasman, AMTA Teacher of the Year
“Raising a well-rounded little artist- Masterpieces for beginners”
February 19, 2020, Presenter: Kevin T. Chance, Assistant Professor of Piano at University of Alabama;
Keyboard area coordinator
“Avoiding the Crash! How to Motivate Students Using Pedagogically Sound Literature from
the ‘Near-Forgotten Past’”
April 15, 2020, Presenter: Rachel K. Park, Assistant Professor of Piano at Jacksonville State University
“Hymn Arrangement from Alpha to Omega - philosophical aspect and practical application for
hymn arrangements”
BMMF also offers monthly recitals at 2:00 on Saturday afternoons at Alabama Piano Gallery. The dates for
those recitals are: October 5, November 9, Feb. 1, March 7, March 28, and April 4. Tatiana Kasman is the
chairperson for these recitals.
Jodean Tingle, BMMF President
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2020 AMTA State Conference
The 2020 AMTA State Conference will be held on May 28 - 30, 2020. Please mark the dates on your calendar.
We are so honored to be able to bring to our conference two world class musicians as our guest artist and guest
clinician this coming year.
Anthony Padilla, associate professor of piano and chamber music at Lawrence University Conservatory of Music, will present a solo recital, teach our collegiate masterclass and will serve as our judge for the ASRA Winner for the Division III Winners’ Circle Recital. Padilla is a laureate of the Gina Bachauer, Cleveland, William
Kapell and Walter Naumburg International Piano Competitions.
Gail Berenson, Professor Emerita of Piano at Ohio University, will be our Guest Clinician and will be presenting three wonderful sessions. Berenson is the Past President of Music Teachers National Association, and
served as one of the founding members, representing the United States and the piano area, as a member of the
International Society of Music Education’s Forum on Instrumental and Vocal Teaching and also helped initiate
and chair the Musicians’ Health and Wellness Special Interest Group.
The banquet will be held at the recently opened UAH Students Services Building facing the greenway within
walking distance from the Department of Music and with ample parking.
All this and more for a three-day registration cost of $70. The banquet tickets alone are $35 per person which
means for the remaining $35 you get….
· To experience AMTA state conference in the Rocket City for the second time in 68 years, which also is the
home of the 2nd largest research park in the country
· To spend three amazing days at the conference sharing our love and passion in music
· To make new friends and reunite with old friends
· To meet and learn from the world-renowned piano pedagogue, former MTNA President, performer, author,
and teacher Gail Berenson
· To meet and hear world-renowned pianist and teacher Anthony Padilla perform and teach
· To experience our gifted state winners perform live for the opening concert
· To hear hundreds of Alabama’s talented young musicians perform
· To listen and watch our esteemed colleagues perform at the members’ recital
· To meet and support AMTA members around the state, especially the new collegiate members as well
· To have a quality time over goodies, coffee, tea and other drinks while developing professionally
· To get lots of free goodies in our registration bag (Yes, we mean FREE STUFF!!!)
· To enjoy the fantastic exhibits
Come join us at the AMTA Conference 2020 to explore and experience the traffic-free, fastest growing city of
Alabama with plenty of outdoor and indoor activities. We are working closely with the visitors’ bureau alongside our fantastic local AMTA members, and are more than happy to help you plan your meaningful trip up
North to Huntsville and welcome you back to the Rocket City, which houses a beautiful botanical garden,
NASA’s US Space & Rocket Center, microbreweries, new city development and preservation of the downtown historic district, coupled with plenty of scenic greenways and hiking trails up in the mountains.
Last but not least, we have also reserved a large block of rooms and suites at the recently built Charger Village
housing on campus, where it will be suitable for individuals or family. It will be a perfect getaway for anyone
in Alabama and beyond to enjoy the conference, nearby offerings, while having a very low-cost accommodation. Regular hotel rooms are also reserved with the lowest government rate for AMTA members as well. For
details on all conference related information, please click on “State Conferences” at the AMTA website (http://
almta.org/conference.php).
Hope to see you in Huntsville this May!
Melody Ng, First Vice President
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West Alabama News
The West Alabama Music Teachers Association has the following
activities planned. The AMTA District IV, Tuscaloosa, Piano Auditions will be held April 4, 2020 at the University of Alabama School
of Music. Lillian Roberts is the Chair. Applications should be submitted to her by March 21, 2020. Student recitals are planned for
Saturday, November 16, 2019 and March 28, 2020. Both recitals are
at 2:00 and will be held at Shelton State Community College.
Manley Blackwell, WAMTA President
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Shoals Area News
The Shoals Area Music Teachers Forum held their September meeting at the home of Libby Counts, with Stephanie
Archer presenting an excellent program on Effective SightReading Pedagogy. Pictured from left to right: Anita Scott,
Carol Lynn, Lynne Crabtree, Libby Counts, Stephanie
Archer, Noel Beck, and Elena Sandrell.
Photographer: Kristie Smith.

Lynne Crabtree

Soundboard
Deadlines:
Fall:
October 6
Spring:
February 6
Summer:
July 6
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Baldwin County News
The Baldwin County Music Teachers Association is developing a new website. It should be up and running by
early October. The website is: baldwincountymusicteachers.com.
Our calendar for the academic year is filling out. We are planning many activities for our students.
*October 26 is our fall recital at the Eastern Shore Presbyterian Church, Fairhope. Often there are so many
participants that two recitals are planned.
*November 7 is the Hymn Keyboard Festival at First Baptist Church – Fairhope.

*January 25 is Musicalooza. This is a day camp for all music students to mingle with one another doing musical games, dances, masterclasses, playing with boom-wackers and ear training and just having a good time
with other private music students from all the studios. T-shirts are always enjoyed. This year’s theme is Jazz.
*February 8, 2020 is the date of our annual Boys Recital. This event is exclusively for boys to show off their
talents on their instrument. This is held at the Summerdale Civic Center.
*March 18-20, 2020 is Guild. Daphne United Methodist is the location for this event.
*March will feature our Adults in an Adult Musicale. The date is yet to be determined.
*April 4, 2020 is District I Auditions at the University of South Alabama.
*A Senior Recital is planned for May. Again date is to be determined.
BCMTA is trying something new to let people know we exist. We have created a rack card to be placed in locations where children and parents gather, such as, libraries, dance studios, swim pools, art schools, athletic
centers, etc. We are hoping to let the public know that there are other opportunities to explore talents for all
ages.
Jeanne O’Connell
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AMTA Local Association
Presidents 2019-2020

Auburn Opelika MTA
Christine Adolf
256-404-0449
christine.p.adolf@gmail.com

Montgomery MTF
Ookjin You
334-324-7321
oyou@faulkner.edu

Baldwin County MTA
Laurie Gruenloh
(251)947-3044
(251)978-2449
laurie@gulftel.com

Northeast Alabama MTA
Wendy Freeland, NCTM
256-282-5535
wfreeland@jsu.edu

Birmingham Metro Music Forum
Jodean Tingle
(205) 226-1956
jtingle@bsc.edu
Huntsville MTA
Deborah Loach
615-516-6655
dloach@bellsouth.net

Mobile MTA
Laura Deal
912-539-0107
lauragdeal@gmail.com

Shoals Area MTF
Noel Beck
256-767-6186
256-483-2617
nmrbeck@comcast.net
West Alabama MTA
Manley Blackwell
205-657-0993
205-392-3509
meb@uwa.edu
Wiregrass MTF
Janet Blair
334-693-3115
334-796-7467
janetblairpiano@gmail.com

17

AMTA Executive Board
2019 – 2020
State President
Joshua K. Pifer
661-713-5769
jkpifer@valdosta.edu

Immediate Past President
Sarah K. Tanner
334-462-1741
sarah.cheatham@gmail.com

2nd Vice-President & Membership
Barbara Shinn, NCTM
205-335-8736
bashinn@gmail.com

Web Editor & Education Technology
Ron Shinn, NCTM
205-601-3694
rshinn@samford.edu

Secretary
Eun Hee Park
850-212-2428
eunheepianist@gmail.com

NCTM Certification
Barbara Shinn, NCTM
205-335-8736
bashinn@gmail.com

Collegiate Chapters & College Faculty Forum
Wendy Freeland
256-282-5535
wfreeland@jsu.edu

Independent Music Teachers
Frances Schwemmer, NCTM
256-881-6879
eddosch@aol.com

Treasurer
Steven DiBlasi
205-270-1473
sdiblasi@snead.edu

Local Associations
Janet Blair
334-796-7467
janetblairpiano@gmail.com

AMTA Auditions
Paul Houghtaling
646-345-5584
phoughtaling@music.ua.edu

Composition Competitions & Commissioning
Brittney Patterson
731-343-3791
bpatter5@montevallo.edu

MTNA Competitions
Jodean Tingle, NCTM
205-305-3110
jtingle@bsc.edu

SoundBoard Editor
Stephanie Archer, NCTM
256-226-7280
sarcher@samford.edu

Publicity
Susan Hoop
256-721-1192
susanhoop96@gmail.com

Grant Writer
Daniel K. DeKonty, Jr.
251-298-6388
baldwinmusicta@gmail.com

1st Vice-President & President Elect
Melody Ng, NCTM
256-824-2579
melody.ng@uah.edu

Clinician
Kevin Chance, NCTM
585-750-7894
k.t.chance@gmail.com
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Historian
Kristie Smith, NCTM
256-764-5381
klh96@yahoo.com
State Foundation
Monica Baker
608-695-3351
monica.baker.piano@gmail.com
State Auditions Coordinator
Kevin Chance, NCTM
585-750-7894
k.t.chance@gmail.com
Concerto Competitions Chair
Brent Reeves
205-913-9985
brentreevespiano@bellsouth.net
MTNA/AMTA Judges Coordinator
Jeremy Samolesky
585-747-7609
jas0017@auburn.edu
Awards
Matthew Wilson
706-615-5684
mwilson@samford.edu
Advertising
Laura Beth Mitchell, NCTM
256-996-0635
lemitche@samford.edu
Collaborative
Laurie Middaugh
205-542-6948
middaughl@montevallo.edu

Place an ad in the next issue of the
Soundboard!
If your school, organization, or association,
would like to place an ad in the SoundBoard,
please email the AMTA Advertising Chair,
Laura Beth Mitchell, at
lemitche@samford.edu for a full list of sizes
and prices. We want to know about the opportunities your organization provides, so advertise today!

Have something you want to share
with the AMTA membership?
All members of AMTA may submit articles or
announcements for consideration of inclusion
in an issue of the SoundBoard. Please send
your articles to Stephanie Archer, SoundBoard editor, at sarcher@samford.edu. We
want to hear from our members! Please do
not hesitate to send any feedback regarding
this publication. We want to make it the best
it can be for all members!

